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well, while others require a great draught and readily
crumble to dust, to utilise which a briquette factory has
been established at Hongai. The Nongson Concession,
visited in 1892 by Consul Parker, covers a space of
about four square miles, and contains an abundance of
coal, chiefly anthracite.

The chain running parallel with the coast range
between the Mekhong and Meinam valleys merges south-
wards in low plateaux west of the Tonle-sap (properly
Tale-sap) or Great Cambodian Lake. But it again acquires
a considerable elevation at Chantabun, near the coast,
whence it runs south-east along the Gulf of Siani, and
then trends round to the north-east, here culminating
with the Pursat or Krevanh (" Cardamom ") hills south
of the Great Lake.

Between Arakan and Burma runs the Arakan Yoma
range, which, north of Sandoway, has a mean altitude of
from 6000 to 7000 feet, but farther south falls rapidly
in the direction of Cape Negrais. Beyond this point the
system is continued seawards by the Preparis and Coco
Islands, the Andaman and Nicobar groups. The prevail-
ing formations are lime and sandstones of the cretaceous
and tertiary epochs, with some igneous rocks, but no
erupted lavas or any volcanoes, although Eamri and
Cheduba Islands, as well as the neighbouring coast
districts, are dotted over with numerous mud volcanoes.
These are still very active, periodically ejecting vapours,
mud, and even stones, and in 1906 threw up a mud islet
19 feet high and 920 long.

The Yoma range is crossed by a few passes, of which

the easiest and most frequented appears to be that of

,Aeng or An (4700 feet).     This pass was followed in

^ 1891 by Lieutenant Walker, when he crossed from Burma

\o Arakan, for the purpose of reporting on the possibility

of establishing railway communication between Arakan